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Ȱ9ÏÕÒ ÖÏÉÃÅ ÉÓ ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌȦ 

Knowing when your voice is loudest through 
your vote and when to speak out gives you 

power. 

From the classroom to the capitol,                       

ÌÅÁÒÎ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÃÌÁÉÍ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÏ×ÅÒȦȱ

Region VI Senators 

Marcus King 

and 

Atty Garfinkel



The Ballot

So how does counting the ballots work?

·The ballots will be sorted initially, giving each to the 
candidate marked as first choice. Set aside as invalid any 
ballot that does not indicate clearly its first choice. Count 
all other ballots.

·Count the ballots thus distributed and tabulate the number 
of valid votes assigned to each candidate. Add the number 
of total valid votes cast to establish the quota needed to 
elect a candidate. 



What types of things can my vote change?

You are one of 2,913,735California Community College students. 
We are the biggest system of higher education in the world and a 

HUGE voter base!

·Student Government

·SSCCC Region

·City Council

·Mayor

·County Board of Supervisors

·District Assemblypersons



In changing your community you are building our 
country from the ground up! Your vote counts for:

·Congress persons

·State Senate

·The President of the United 
States!



Barclays Title V, 51023.7
·§ 51023.7 Students. 

·(a) The governing board of a community college 
district shall adopt policies and procedures that 
provide students the opportunity to participate 
effectively in district and college governance. Among 
other matters, said policies and procedures shall 
include the following: 



·(1) Students shall be provided an opportunity to 
participate in formulation and development of district 
and college polices and procedures that have or will be 
a significant effect on students. This right includes the 
opportunity to participate in processes for jointly 
developing recommendations to the governing board 
regarding such policies and procedures. 



·(4) For the purpose of this Section, the governing 
board shall recognize each associated student 
organization or its equivalent within the district as 
provided by Education Code Section 76060 , as the 
representative body of the students to offer 
opinions and to make recommendations to the 
administration of a college and to the governing board 
of a district with regard to district and college policies 
and procedures that have or will have a significant 
ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȣȢ

·(b) For the purposes of this Section, district and 
college policies and procedures that have or will have a 
ȰÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȱincludes the 
following: 



·(1) grading policies; 
·(2) codes of student conduct; 
·(3) academic disciplinary polices; 
·(4) curriculum development; 
·(5) courses or programs which should be initiated or 

discontinued; 
·(6) processes for institutional planning and budget 

development; 
·(7) standards and policies regarding student preparation 

and success; 
·(8) student services planning and development; 
·(9) student fees within the authority of the district to 

adopt; and 
·(10) any other district and college policy, procedure, or 

related matter that the district governing board determines 
will have a significant effect on students. 



So, what can you have input on at your 
campus?

ANYTHING HAVING SIGNIFICANT 
EFFECT ON THE STUDENT 

POPULATION!

Title 5 is a legal document

Your vote matters!



9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔȟ ÂÕÔ ) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔȢ  "ÕÔ 
ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ Á ÖÏÔÅ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȣ7ÒÏÎÇȦ

As part of such a large constituency you have power!

So how do I use my power?                         ADVOCATE!

You can write letters, rally, visit elected officials 
and testify!

We are passionate about students, so lets use  that as 
an example .



When talking to your elected 
officials

·1. Skip the small talk

Your rep will ask you about yourself and get distracted 
ÂÙ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÈÉÍȾÈÅÒ ÄÅÔÅÒ ÙÏÕȢ 9ÏÕ 
ÍÁÙ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÆÅ× ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÓÔÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÎ 

small talk. It is your elected official, the best thing you 
can do is cut to the chase and forget the chit chat.



·Ask direct questions

$ÏÎȭÔ ÅÁÓÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔȢ *ÕÓÔ ÁÓË ×ÈÁÔ 
ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ×Ȣ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ 
get past small talk. If s/he says something 
and you want him to explain it, ask. If you 
ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ 
you, ask about it up front.



·Ask specific questions

Broad questions produce broad answers. 
!ÓËÉÎÇ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ Á ÔÏÐÉÃ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ 
you anything more than vague talk in 
general terms. Try a direct approach.
Ȱ(Ï× ×ÉÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÖÏÔÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÂÉÌÌȩȱ

!ÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÄÏÎÅȟ ÁÓË ÍÏÒÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ 
questions. 



Politicians are very good at not being 
specific and telling you what you 
want to hear, so ask point blank 

questions to get real answers.



Don't bother quoting the party line. Begin 
strongly with YOUR issues. Remember, YOU 
are the constituent. 

It doesn't matter if you are a Democrat, 
Republican, Libertarian, Independentor Green 
Party, when you are meeting with any elected 
representative you have to steer the 
conversation on relevant topics and finish 
strong. The last thing heard is remembered.


